A newsletter about multiculturalism today. Volume 2, Number 1, Winter 1990 


3 1761 11648755 4 


LL 


7 NA 
22 


© 


bt. 
= 
Li} 
= 
En 
oe 
<= 
à. 
Lu 
[en 


= 
Co 


+ 
p A 
Len) 
cK 
Len 
— 
fe 
GS 
> 
[== 
— 


Oe 


SM WON 
WreIec | EE __ >» 

OULLZ— | : . :  -—- iis 

W>KHo oo a ; a i... 

ommrru | | | nn . _ treatment for 
SELON . 
GDUJNHE 


ee 
oO 


Education for judges 
Crossroads 1990 


Profile: RCMP 
Commissioner 
Norman Inkster 


New folk arts initiatives 


Multiculturalism and Multiculturalisme et 
Citizenship Canada Citoyenneté Canada 


MINISTER?S 
MESSAGE 


I would like to introduce this edition of Together by asking our readers to 
focus for a moment on the concept of “equality.” We all of us use the word, 
those of us in public life more than most. But what do we understand by it? 
What does the state of “being equal” actually mean? 

The truth is “equality” by itself does not mean very much. To acquire 
meaning, equality requires qualification: “Equality of ” something, “equality 
with” someone. And even then, often as not, it is a relative term. 

There is one “equality”, however — equality before and under the law — 
which most of us considered, even took for granted, as an absolute. Indeed, the 
supposed invariability of this equality is one of the defining benchmarks of our 
society. The Marshall Inquiry, the Lewis Task Force and other events of the 
past few years, however, have shaken this complacent supposition to its core. 

Why, it may be asked, did it take so long to recognize and bring out into the 
open the pattern of unequal treatment accorded to Aboriginal Canadians and 
other minority groups by such fundamentally important institutions as the 
justice and policing system. Perhaps the answer is that this is what makes 
systemic discrimination so powerful and so dangerous. It becomes so much a 
way of doing business, so much a pattern of attitudes that most of the time it 
cannot even be recognized for what it is. Specific becomes generalization. 
Generalization becomes specific. A vicious never-ending circle. 

Over the past two years we have set ourselves the task of breaking out of that 
circle. Today, we do not accept at face value the notion that visible minorities 
do not wish to be police officers. We do not accept that police services cannot 
work in partnership with ethnocultural organizations. We do not accept that the 
established legal system and traditional forms of native justice are necessarily 
incompatible. 

Perhaps most important of all, we no longer need accept the idea that justice 
and policing systems themselves are ignorant of the need for change. From 
organizations like the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police to the Western 
Judicial Education Centre, to federal and provincial Solicitors- and Attorneys- 
General, the challenge of ensuring equality before the law for all Canadians has 
taken the highest priority. 

Nothing less is good enough. 


Gerry Weiner 
Minister of State for Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
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“The very ability of a free society to 
police itself depends upon a relation- 
ship of trust and respect between the 
public and those who must enforce the 
law. Without that relationship, either 
the policing doesn’t work, . . . or the 
freedom is diminished.” 


The Honourable Gerry Weiner, 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada 


The goal of impartial, effective and 
just policing for all Canadians is 
shared by government, the 
police, community groups and 
individual Canadians. Yet 
police-minority relations pose 
unique challenges to both the 
police and the community itself. 

This is a complex problem. 
Many people in minority 
communities are unfamiliar with 
Canada’s legal system. New 
immigrants may have arrived 
here from countries where the 
police were authorities to be 
feared. And for many members 
of police forces, the rapidly 
changing face of Canada’s 
population has made it more 
difficult to keep up with cultural 
differences in the communities 
they serve. Cultural biases may 
be operating almost invisibly. 
Both the police and minority 
groups may continue to rein- 
force negative stereotypes cf 
each other, often out of igno- 
rance. In a climate of such 
confusion and misunderstand- 
ing, it is difficult to nurture a 
spirit of mutual trust. 


“Protection of the public requires 
sufficient understanding of the differ- 
ent cultures to allow the police at 
times to act as a bridge between 
communities with a view to greater 


social harmony.” 


The Honourable Pierre Blais, 
former Solicitor General of Canada 


Policing in a multicultural society 
requires new efforts to foster accept- 
ance, understanding and sensitivity, 
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NATIONAL SCENE 


including more dialogue between 
police and the community, better 
cross-cultural and race-relations 
training, and increased recruitment of 
minority Canadians into the police 
force. 

One of the most recent significant 
initiatives has been the development 
of a National Action Plan on Police- 
Minority Relations. The plan was 
developed following consultations in 


October 1989 between key players 
from federal, provincial and territorial 
governments, police authorities and 
visible-minority communities from 
across the country. 

As a blueprint for improving and 
strengthening policy-minority rela- 
tions in the 1990s, the plan recom- 
mends five key steps: 

+ the establishment of a committee of 
federal/provincial/territorial deputy 
ministers responsible for policing; 


* the creation of a national 
multicultural policing information 
centre; 

¢ the development of a national 
framework for cross-cultural training 
of police officers; 

* increased recruitment of visible 
minorities; and 

* more community involvement in 
policing. 

The first of these recommendations 
has already been imple- 
mented. The federal, provin- 
cial and territorial Deputy 
Ministers Responsible for 
Justice have established a 
committee of Deputy Minis- 
ters responsible for policing 
to address the issue of 
multicultural policing. 
Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada is also repre- 
sented on this committee. The 
committee’s first task will be 
to follow up on the second 
recommendation, the creation 
of a Canadian Police Race 
Relations Centre. 

The centre, to be housed in 
Ottawa possibly at the 
Canadian Police College, will 
collect, store, develop, 
analyze and disseminate 
information, ideas and 
experience on race relations 
and policing. The Solicitor 
General of Canada, the 
Solicitor General of Ontario 
and Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada are spear- 
heading the planning. 

A number of other efforts at 
improving police-visible minority 
relations are also under way across the 
country, including: 

+ the development of a three-year 
plan of action by the Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police to 
address multicultural issues of concern 
to police forces across Canada, 
including training, recruitment of 
Overview, to page 9 
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Follow-up: youth police summer employment 


What is it like to walk in a police 
officer’s shoes? This summer, 92 
visible-minority and aboriginal youths 
had an opportunity to find out in a new 
police employment program offered 
through Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada and Employment and 
Immigration Canada. In 16 cities 
across Canada, they were employed by 
police departments to assist in patrol 
duties, work with victims and wit- 
nesses, and participate in investiga- 
tions and crime prevention programs. 

The summer employment program 
was developed to encourage minority 
youths to consider careers in policing. 
As well, by allowing youths and 
police to work together in a positive 
environment, the program helped both 
groups to understand one another 
better. 

Response to the program was 
positive in all regions of the country. 


The issues of accommodating 
cultural differences in the administra- 
tion of criminal justice cut across 
political and geographic boundaries. 
Two recent conferences, one held in 
Edinburgh, Scotland and the other at 
Toronto’s York University, 
brought together experts from 
around the world to consider 
the issues and to propose 
solutions. 

The Society for the Reform 
of Criminal Law represents 
300 members globally, 
including academics, research- 
ers, judges and lawyers. From 
August 5 to 9, 1990, the society held 
its fifth international conference in 
Edinburgh. The theme for this year’s 
meeting was “Equality in the Admin- 
istration of Criminal Justice: Gender, 
Race and Class.” 

In a combination of plenary ses- 

sions, presentations and group discus- 
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In Winnipeg, for example, there were 
137 applicants for the five positions 
available. Police employment oppor- 
tunities were also offered in Vancou- 
ver, Delta, Port Moody, Calgary, 
Edmonton, Regina, Toronto, Ottawa- 
Carleton, Montreal, Saint John, 
Halifax and Dartmouth. To be 
accepted for police training, applicants 
had to have a high-school diploma and 
be between the ages of 18 and 28. 
Following on a successful pilot 
project run in Vancou- 
ver in 1989, this year’s 
summer employment 
program was a joint 
initiative of the 
Canadian Association 
of Chiefs of Police 
(CACP), Multicul- 
turalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada and 
“Challenge ’90,” an 


Larry MacDou 


EO 
Comparing notes with other countries 


sions, conference participants consid- 
ered a range of topics, including: race 
and the administration of justice; 
breaking the cycle of crime and 
poverty; the role of police and the 
prosecution; whether greater represen- 
tation of visible minority groups 
among police, lawyers, juries 
and judges increases understand- 
ing; and the role of research, 
education and training in 
changing attitudes. A two- 
volume set of papers delivered at 
the conference is now being 
offered for sale to delegates. 

The second conference, 
funded in part by Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, was held this 
summer at York University. From 
June 27 to 30, researchers, academics 
and senior government officials from 
Canada and Britain met to share their 
ideas on “Race Relations in the United 
Kingdom and Canada: Policy, 


Employment and Immigration Canada 
program that provides job-related 
summer employment opportunities to 
students. The cities selected to take 
part had been identified by the Police 
Multicultural Liaison Committee of 
the Canadian Association of Chiefs of 
Police. 

For more information, contact the 
CACP, Tower B, Place de Ville, Suite 
1908, 112 Kent Street, Ottawa, 


Ontario K1P 5P2, (613) 233-1106. 


Practice and Research.” 

Shirley Serafini, Assistant Under 
Secretary of State, Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada, addressed the 
conference participants on the topic of 
“Redefining Multiculturalism.” Other 
presentations focused on race-relations 
research and measurement, organiza- 
tional change, media, comparative 
dimensions of immigration, police and 
the criminal justice system. 

For more information about the 
Edinburgh conference, contact Drury 
Allen, Executive Director, The Society 
for the Reform of Criminal Law, 124 
O’Connor Street, Suite 603, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1P 5M9, (613) 567-0796, 
Fax (613) 567-0799. For information 
about the York University conference, 
contact Dr. Frances Henry, 128 
McLaughlin College, York University, 
4700 Keele Street, Downsview, 
Ontario M3J 1T3, (416) 736-5128, 
Fax (416) 488-4722. 
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Law Reform Commission 


No amount of cross-cultural 
training or recruitment efforts can 
offset deficiencies which may be 
inherent in the law itself. 

Canada’s Justice Minister, the 
Honourable Kim Campbell, acknowl- 
edged that fact when she announced 
the federal response to the Report of 
the Royal Commission on Donald 
Marshall Jr. prosecution in June 1990. 
As part of that response, the Minister 
asked the Law Reform Commission of 
Canada to undertake a study of the 
Criminal Code of Canada (and related 
statutes) and the extent to which they 
ensure that aboriginal Canadians and 
Canadians from cultural and religious 
minorities have equal access to justice, 
and are treated equitably and with 
respect. 

“We regret the treatment Donald 
Marshall Jr. received from the crimi- 
nal justice system, and we will work 
with the provinces and concerned 
groups to ensure fair treatment of all 
people who become involved in the 
system and to eliminate barriers 


affecting aboriginal people and visible 
minorities,” said Ms. Campbell. 

In the context of the study of the 
Criminal Code and related statutes, the 
Commission will also consider: 
¢ the roles and responsibilities of all 
major players in the criminal justice 
system, including police, prosecutors, 
judges and correctional officials; and 
¢ the practical application and 
implementation of laws and criminal 
justice programs. 

The Commission study will focus 
on the development of new ap- 
proaches and new concepts of the law, 
responsive to the changing needs of 
modern Canadian society. It will give 
particular regard to the rights and 
interests of aboriginal Canadians and 
to the diversity of Canadian society as 
recognized in the Canadian 
Multiculturalism Act. The study 
report is expected to be released in 
JuneWt9oi: 

While the issues under review are 
relatively new to the Commission, 
they have been the focus of govern- 


| 
Canadian Heritage Festival 


Saint John harbour dazzled with 
colour and sound this summer, as the 
16th annual Heritage Festival came to 
New Brunswick. From July 29 to 
August 14, 40 Canadian actors, 
singers, dancers, mime artists and 
musicians gathered to train and to 
celebrate performing arts reflecting the 
cultural traditions of India, Tahiti, 
Argentina, Ireland and many other 
countries of the world — arts tradi- 
tions that are part of this country’s rich 
multicultural heritage. 

The festival provided an opportu- 
nity to share these diverse per- 
forming arts with enthusiastic 
audiences while providing a 
showcase for the talents and 
energy of artists from 
ethnocultural communities across 
Canada. 

For artists, the festival offered 
not only a chance to perform, but 


also an environment for learning and 
cultural exchange. During the two 
weeks, artists rehearsed and partici- 
pated in the musical show on this 
year’s theme: a behind-the-scenes look 
at how they came to perform in the 
festival. Artists also attended work- 
shops on topics such as stage directing, 
lighting and sound. Living and 
working together for two weeks gave 
performers an invaluable opportunity 
to share their ideas, skills and knowl- 
edge. It is no wonder over 250 artists 
auditioned for the festival this year. 


ment attention for some time. Key 
examples of related federal initiatives 
include: 

¢ the Task Force Report on Indian 
Policing Policy Review, by Indian and 
Northern Affairs Canada; 

¢ the establishment of an RCMP 
national recruiting team to increase 
aboriginal and visible minority 
representation; 

e the Department of Justice’s native 
courtworkers program to assist those 


‘who come into contact with the courts; 


+ the Task Force Report on Aborigi- 
nal Peoples in Federal Corrections, by 
the Ministry of the Solicitor General; 
¢ the National Action Plan on Police- 
Minority Relations (see page 3). 
Interested organizations or individu- 
als are invited to make written submis- 
sions of this study to the Law Reform 
Commission of Canada, 130 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OL6. 
For further information, contact: 
John Briggs, Special Advisor, Law 
Reform Commission of Canada, 
(613) 943-1021. 


The Canadian Heritage Festival is 
staged in a different region of Canada 
every year, usually in conjunction 
with other events, such as Expo *86 
in Vancouver and the 1989 Canada 
Games in Saskatoon. This year’s 
festival was held as part of Saint 
John’s annual Festival by the Sea. 

A performance was also given in 
Moncton to help that city celebrate its 
centennial. Funding for the festival is 
provided by Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada as well as the host 
provincial or territorial government. 
All provinces also provide support for 
the cross-country audition process. 

For more information about the 


i Festival, contact Harvey Brodkin, 


Senior Program Officer, 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A OMS, (819) 994-5657. 
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Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada supports the growth and 
appreciation of folkloric arts and 
heritage cultures through a broad 
spectrum of programs and initiatives. 

Building on the success of existing 
programs, Minister Weiner recently 
announced a series of new initiatives 
designed to support the preservation 
and sharing of heritage cultures and 
languages in Canada. They include: 
¢ Apprenticeships in the Arts, a 
program for minority-group artists and 
arts administrators providing on-the- 
job professional development and 
opportunities for networking. 

The program will allow individual 
applicants to apply — in partnership 
with arts organizations or private 
companies — for funding to cover the 
costs of a fixed-term apprenticeship. 

+ Artists in the Schools, designed to 
increase young people’s exposure to 
heritage arts and artists and to encour- 
age minority youth to consider a 
career in the arts. Future projects may 
include artists’ workshops with 
students, in-service training for 
teachers and the development of 
promotional materials. 

¢ Sourcebook for the Arts, a 
comprehensive arts directory. The 
sourcebook will contain information 
on a variety of topics, including 
funding sources, training resources, 
management and promotion tech- 
niques, and festivals and other venues. 
The resource will be of interest 
primarily to artists, arts administrators, 
promoters and other professionals 
working in the field of folkloric arts. 


* two promotional festival videos, 
each accompanied by a user’s guide, 
will be important tools for heritage 
festival organizers, educators and 
other professionals involved in cross- 
cultural, community-based program- 
ming. While describing two recent 
integrated cross-cultural events, the 
videos will provide practical sugges- 
tions to viewers concerning how to 
develop such activities. 

Cultures Canada is an English- 
language video chronicling 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada’s 1988 “Cultures Canada” 
Festival. Its French-language sister 
video, Rythme du monde, documents 
the festival of the same name held in 
Montreal in 1989. Each video features 
interviews with festival organizers. 

Three new initiatives aimed at 
strengthening heritage language 
learning are also being spearheaded by 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada. They include: 

* conducting a national survey of all 
heritage language programs offered in 
public or community-run schools, as 
well as teaching aids, teacher training 
courses and available 
facilities; 
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¢ enhancing the heritage languages 
program by providing support for 
innovative projects. This initiative is 
intended to stimulate competition and 
spark new ideas that can be transferred 
to many communities; 

¢ helping to produce a special issue 
of the Canadian Modern Languages 
Review devoted entirely to heritage 
language teaching in Canada, includ- 
ing the results of the latest research in 
the field. Copies will be sent to every 
language school in Canada, together 
with an up-to-date inventory of 
existing resource materials. 

For more information, contact 
Harvey Brodkin, Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0M5S, (819) 994-5657. 


D Gees DE, ee 
oe a 


Se — 
| I Fi 
: 
L7 


VIEWPOINT 


by Judge Douglas R. Campbell, 
Provincial Court of British Columbia 
and Director, Western Judicial 
Education Centre 


The justice system is absolutely 
required to provide equal and fair 
treatment. As a Provincial Court 
Judge, and as a judicial educator, my 
principal concern is for the perform- 
ance of judges in ensuring that this 
requirement is met. It is clear, how- 
ever, that this responsibility is shared 
equally by all professionals within the 
system whether they be police, Crown 
prosecutors, defense counsel, court 
administrators, sheriffs, judges, 
probation officers, or corrections 
officials. No one is free of account- 
ability. 

Public investigation of complaints 
that the system has failed in its 
fundamental duty have exposed, at 
best, a lack of diligence, an uncaring 
attitude and a profound deficit of 
critical knowledge, and at worst, overt 
racism on the part of some justice 
system officials. These factors have 
shaken public confidence and created 
the fear that the whole system is 
flawed and beyond individual 
control. The challenge is to 
provide equal and fair treatment 
in each and every case, without 
exception and thereby to re- 
establish the system’s credibility. 
This does not happen by worry- 
ing. It happens by action. 

For the justice system to 
regain its essential footing, all its 
professionals must take firm 
positive steps towards change, 
and not merely faltering defen- 
sive moves which are apologetic, 
exhibit denial, or are designed to 
give only the appearance of 
change. 


I believe that an effective solution 
lies in the acquisition of empathy by 
enhancing the awareness of individu- 
als within the system to the lives of 
those who are different in some 
important respect. That is, to be 
relevant, effective, just and fair, those 
in important positions must be able to 
clearly view events from the perspec- 
tive of persons who are not of the 
same ethnic background, culture, 
religion, gender, age, or physical 
ability as each of us. This can 
be accomplished by a well- 
designed and implemented “72, 
process of education and by eget L 
the inclusion of persons \ 
within the system who see 
the world through different 
eyes. That is, the system can benefit 
by the appointment of women, 
aboriginal people, and persons from 
other culturally diverse backgrounds 
to critical positions. 

Even in a condition of empathy and 
awareness, systems and behaviours do 
not change by magic. They change 
through the dedication and maximum 
effort of people working together. 
This includes interaction between 
professionals within the system as 
well as with the community at large to 
provide relevant, responsive and 


The justice system: accepting the challenge 


therefore effective service. However, 
because of traditional expectations, it 
is easier for some to comply than 
others. For example, police have little 
difficulty participating closely with 
other professionals and citizen groups 
in effecting change. It is harder for 
judges. 

There is a mandatory requirement 
upon judges to remain independent 

and objective in reaching a decision 
in an individual case. In the past, 


“; . In ensuring compliance, judges 
A\\\, have tended to isolate themselves 


4@ to avoid being compromised in 
some way. However, experience 
has shown that it is possible for 
judges to work with the 

community and other 

professionals without a 
negative impact on the 
decision-making process. 

I believe it is possible for judges to 
meet with people to hear concerns 
about the functioning of the system 
and, in particular, what could be done 
to improve it. In this process, the 
judge can assume an active role in 
seeking solutions to problems which 
arise, whether they be in finding 
resources to be used in the sentencing 
process or in designing systems to 
increase efficiency. The degree and 
nature of responsible involve- 
ment is for each judge to 
decide while observing the 
requirements of neutrality and 
impartiality. 

In the rapid evolution of 
our society, progressive 
change becomes a virtual 
necessity if the system is to 
become and remain credible. 
This idea has particular 
importance in our intricate 
multicultural and multiethnic 
society. Putting into practice 
the concepts suggested here 
will contribute to the percep- 
tion and the reality that justice 
is equal and fair for all. 
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COAST TO COAST 


Law camps for immigrant and native youth 


Young immigrants and youths from 
visible minority and native communi- 
ties often face special problems in 
Canada: linguistic and cultural 
barriers, alienation, and vulnerability 
to youth gangs are only some of the 
problems they may encounter. Thanks 
to a unique law education program 
under way in British Columbia, these 
young Canadians now have an 
opportunity to see inside Canada’s 
legal and justice system. 

Each summer, the Law Courts 
Education Society of B.C. operates a 
series of multicultural law camps to 
give youths aged 12 to 18 first-hand 
experience with the legal system 
through field trips, lectures, discus- 
sions and law-related activities. 
Through the camps, these young 
people gain a better understanding of 
Canada’s laws, the role of police, and 
their own rights and responsibilities as 
citizens. They come out of the 
experience more positive, better 


informed and, organizers hope, better 
equipped to contribute to the commu- 
nity. 

The benefits of the law camp 
programs go both 
ways. The legal 
personnel taking part 
are made more aware 
of the special needs 
and difficulties of 
ethnocultural and 
native groups, enabling 
them to work more 
sensitively with these 
young people from 
within the system. 

To identify youths 
who are having 
problems or who might be vulnerable 
to joining youth gangs, the society 
liaises with schools, multicultural 
associations and police services. At 
the two-week law camps, the young 
participants are invited to talk and 
listen to guest speakers, watch law- 


| 
Quebec conference on policing 


Over 400 participants representing 
Quebec and Ontario police forces, 
municipal officials, social service 
organizations and ethnocultural 
communities, attended a symposium 
on redefining the role of the police, 
“La police à l’heure de la 
concertation.” Recognizing that 
police cannot carry out their work 
effectively in isolation, panelists 
discussed ways of collaborating with 
the community’s business and social 
service sectors. One of the sympo- 
sium’s key themes dealt with improv- 
ing police-minority relations in the 
province of Quebec. 

Held in Montreal in September 
1990, the symposium was co-spon- 
sored by the Service de police de la 
Communauté urbaine de Montréal 
(SPCUM), the Communauté urbaine 
de Montréal (CUM) and the ministére 


de la Sécurité publique du Québec. 

Conference panelists, who included 
the director of personnel from 
SPCUM, representatives of the 
Quebec Human Rights Commission, 
and the Director of Race Relations for 
the Police from the Ontario Solicitor 
General’s office, reiterated the need 
for better representation of minorities 
in all of Canadian society’s institu- 
tions, but particularly in police 
services. To achieve this, panelists 
contended, there is a need for political 
will, legislative backing, and concrete 
programs which put the ideas into 
practice. 

Discussions also focused on the 
need for community and labour-union 
participation for the effective integra- 
tion of ethnocultural groups into the 
labour force. The President of the 
Quebec Association of Provincial 


related videos, discuss topics on 
Canada’s justice system as well as 
multicultural issues, and participate in 
such activities as mock trials. 

With funding from the 
B.C. Ministry of the 
Attorney General, the law 
camps started three years 
ago with 60 participants, 
under the Law Courts 
Education Program. Last 
year, the Law Courts 
Education Society was 
created to take over the 
program, and the annual 
number of participants 
has grown to 300. Over 
the next few years, the 
society plans to expand its operations 
into more regions of B.C. 

For further information, contact 
Surjeet Sidhu or Rick Craig, Law 
Courts Education Society of B.C., 
219-800 Smithe Street, Vancouver, 
B.C. V6Z 2E1, (604) 660-9870. 


Police led a call for more police 
education, stating that better relations 
between the Sûreté du Québec and the 
province’s native peoples could be 
achieved if members of the provincial 
police received training on native 
culture and history. 

One of the symposium’s highlights 
was the announcement of the creation 
of a council on urban security. Mod- 
elled on existing councils in Regina 
and Ottawa, the council will bring 
together business people, teachers, 
lawyers, union leaders, social workers 
and police representatives to develop 
creative solutions to problems affect- 
ing community security. 

For more information, contact John 
Dalzell, Director, Communications 
Division, SPCUM, 750, rue 
Bonsecours, bureau 098, Montreal, 
Quebec H2Y 3C7, (514) 280-3067. 


COAST TO COAST 


Atlantic Police Academy: moving with the times 


When the findings of the Donald 
Marshall Jr. inquiry were released, 
many Canadians, especially in Atlan- 
tic Canada, wondered what steps the 
law enforcement and criminal justice 
systems would take to eradicate 
prejudice and discrimination. 

The Atlantic Police Academy, in 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, 
was already aware of the importance 
of race-relations and cross-cultural 
training for police officers in the 
Atlantic region. Over the years, the 
Academy has developed a close 
working relationship with the P.E.I. 
Multicultural Council, and since 1986, 
has been offering cadets a short course 
on Multicultural Awareness. However, 
recognizing the need for change at an 
institutional level, the Academy is 
now working towards introducing a 
multicultural program which will 
affect every aspect of Academy life. 
The 14-month project is the first major 
initiative to be undertaken jointly by 
the Academy and Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada. 

The project’s goals are to: 
¢ research, develop and implement a 
cross-cultural training package for in- 
service police officers and cadets 
throughout Atlantic Canada; 
¢ research, develop and implement a 
recruitment program throughout the 
Atlantic provinces to ensure a better 
representation of visible minority 
communities among Academy cadets; 


+ evaluate ongoing multicultural 
activities and programs; and 

¢ launch a marketing strategy to 
illustrate the successful placement of 
visible minority police graduates 
throughout Atlantic Canada. 

“The objective of the cross-cultural 
training program is to develop empa- 
thy, knowledge and skills so that 
police cadets can work effectively 
with minority groups,” Asifa Rahman, 
the Academy’s new Multicultural 
Minority Coordinator explains, noting 
that the training will also be offered to 
community workers so that under- 
standing is developed on both sides. 

Plans also call for the development 


and introduction of modules appropri- 
ate for use with Blacks and native 
peoples, a first for Atlantic Canada. 

The recruitment of visible minori- 
ties to the Academy will involve 
advertising, speaking to young people 
and community groups, working 
closely with ethnocultural organiza- 
tions, and encouraging potential 
recruits on an individual basis. 

For more information about the 
program, contact Asifa Rahman, 
Multicultural Minority Coordinator, 
Atlantic Police Academy, 295 
Grasston Street, Charlottetown, P.E.I. 
C1A 8W4, (902) 566-9610. 
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visible minority police officers and 
minority community outreach; 

+ the development by the RCMP, 
with the assistance of Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada, of a poster 
and information kit on the theme of 
“Policing for a Pluralistic Society” for 
use by its National Recruiting Team to 
encourage aboriginal peoples and 
members of visible minorities to 


pursue a career with the RCMP; and 
¢ the production of “Policing for a 
Multicultural Society,” a training and 
promotional video which focuses on 
relations between police and visible 
minority and aboriginal peoples. A 
joint initiative of the RCMP and 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, the project also includes the 
preparation of instructional materials 


for use in a revised cross-cultural 
training package for RCMP recruits 
and officers. 

Efforts such as these which are 
designed to provide equality of service 
and protection to all Canadians are 
continuing together with initiatives 
aimed at forging new relationships 
between police and the communities 
they serve. 
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From the inside out 


In 1988, two Blacks in Ontario, 
Lester Donaldson and Michael Wade 
Lawson, were shot by police in two 
separate incidents. The tragedies left 
many people questioning the prov- 
ince’s police services and their 
abilities to equitably police the 
ethnocultural and native communities 
they serve. By the end of that year, 
the Solicitor General of Ontario had 
established a task force on race 
relations and policing to look into 
serious concerns about relations 
between visible minorities and the 
police. 

The results of the task-force 
initiative are now helping the Ontario 
Ministry of the Solicitor General to 
create a framework to re-evaluate and 
restructure the Ontario police system 
so that police are more aware of the 
needs of Canada’s many minority and 
native groups. Using recommenda- 
tions in the task force report and other 
related reports as a guide, the ministry 
is now looking into all aspects of 
police work, including monitoring, 
hiring and promotion, race-relations 


training, community relations and the 
use of force. 

One key area of concern is employ- 
ment equity. Police are out of step 
with the current labour market in 
Ontario, where visible minorities now 
make up about 10 per 
cent of the work force, 
but only about 2 per 
cent of police officers 
are members of visible 
minority groups. Some 
steps have already been 
taken — employment 
equity legislation has 
been enacted through 
the Police Services Act, 
and a central recruiting 
unit has been set up with a mandate to 
hire more recruits from minority and 
native groups. 

The ministry will also work on 
other ways to remove employment 
barriers, improve recruiting practices 
and do active promotion to ensure that 
more members of visible minorities 
move into the police system, in both 
junior and senior positions. 


Reaching out fo the community 


The community of Côte-des- 
Neiges, a district of Montreal, is made 
up of more than 38 ethnocultural 
groups. This rich ethnic mix presents 
special challenges to the local police. 
Accordingly, the Côte-des-Neiges 
precinct was one of four in the Mon- 
treal area chosen to participate in a 
pilot project designed to de-mystify 
the role of the police and strengthen 
police-minority relations. 

While the police in Côte-des- 
Neiges already receive regular cross- 
cultural awareness training, the pilot 
project is a more active approach to 
encouraging cross-cultural understand- 
ing. It brings the police right into the 
community for one-on-one discussions 
with members of various ethnocultural 
groups. 

The project is run by the training 
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wing of the Service de police de la 
Communauté urbaine de Montréal. 
Before each course begins, a police 
supervisor representing a team of five 
officers meets with a representative of 
a particular ethnocultural group, who 
offers background information on that 
group, and explains what its members 
expect from police. 

During the second stage of the 
project, teams of police officers meet 
for informal discussions with members 
of the group and other representatives 
of the community. The third and final 
stage takes place if group members 
decide to continue the relationship on 
an ongoing basis. This year police in 
Côte-des-Neiges are working with the 
Vietnamese community; last year they 
worked with the Jamaican community, 
whose members now meet with police 


“The challenge is to sustain and 
improve effective policing while 
eliminating the alienation of visible 
minority communities. While there can 
be no quick fixes, some valuable 
changes can occur rapidly if they are 
linked to a commitment to 
address systemic prob- 
lems through long-term 
planning and continuous 
vigilance.” 


Task Force on Race 
Relations and Policing 


Overhauling the police 
system in Ontario is no 
small task, but it is a 
timely and necessary one. 
Review and assessment is the first 
step, and through the initiatives of the 
Ministry of the Solicitor General, this 
phase of a long and difficult process is 
well under way. 

For information, contact: Ontario 
Ministry of the Solicitor General, Race 
Relations and Policing Unit, 2195 Yonge 
Street, 3rd Floor, Toronto, Ontario 
MAS 2B2, (416) 963-1570. 


at least once a month. 

According to Côte-des-Neiges 
Chief of Police, Denis Lauzon, this 
type of direct and personal contact 
serves a dual purpose. Not only does 
it help police to better understand the 
communities they serve, it also 
sensitizes community members to the 
roles and responsibilities of the police. 

The Côte-des-Neiges project may 
already have had an impact. For 
example, when the police had to carry 
out crowd control at a local Jamaican 
festival last July, organizers publicly 
thanked the police for their handling 
of the event and applauded the good 
relations they demonstrated. 

For further information, contact 
Denis Lauzon, Chief of Police, 6830, 
boulevard Céte-des-Neiges, Montreal, 
Quebec H3S 2A8, (514) 280-2331. 
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Taking it to the streets 


Police in Calgary are taking to the 
streets to encourage more young men 
and women from visible minority and 
aboriginal groups to join the city’s 
police force. Using a specially 
equipped van called COPR — Com- 
munity Outreach Police Recruiting — 
a two-person team takes the message 
to shopping malls, schools and 
community centres around Calgary 
and the surrounding area. 

COPR (copper) — the van and its 
acronym — is designed to soften any 
potentially negative reaction from the 
public to the police service’s efforts. 
Recently, the COPR team spent two 
days at the city’s Marlborough Mall 
before moving on to Chinatown. The 
response from both stops was very 
encouraging and recruiting team 
members Constable Eric Davis and 


Constable David Oldring are confident 


that their message is being heard. 
The program’s ultimate goal is to 
make the Calgary Police Service 


Crossroads 1990: race relations in the Maritimes 


Like other parts of Canada, the 


Atlantic region is experiencing its own 


growing pains and adjustments to an 
increasingly diverse multicultural 
society. What special problems do the 
Maritimes face when it 
comes to race relations? 
What role can municipalities 
play in fostering intercultural 
harmony? These were some 
of the questions and issues 
raised at the Crossroads 
1990: Atlantic Regional 
Symposium on Race Rela- 
tions, organized by the 
Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM) in 
Halifax on August 24 and 25. 

The symposium gave participants a 
chance to discuss multicultural issues 
with race-relations practitioners, 


representative of the community it 
serves. Statistics show that Calgary, 
along with most major urban centres 
in Canada, has a long way to go on 
that front. 

As part of its effort to attract more 
natives to the service, the recruiting 
team is currently setting up visits to 
southern Alberta Indian reserves. If 
possible, they will also be conducting 
interviews and doing applicant testing 
right in the communities themselves. 
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ethnocultural and native community 
leaders, and representatives from 
social agencies and government. 
Particular emphasis was placed on the 
roles and responsibilities of municipal 
governments in this 
area. 

Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Minister 
Gerry Weiner attended 
the symposium and 
gave the keynote 
address. Following the 
opening ceremonies, 
participants heard from 
a wide range of panel- 
lists and other contribu- 
tors. Topics addressed included: 

+ The State of Race Relations in 


Atlantic Canada, with Dr. Bridglal 


Pachai, Executive Director of the 


Established in July 1990, the 
project is part of a larger initiative by 
the city’s police service to encourage 
recruiting of minority groups. The 
service plans to evaluate the pro- 
gram’s effectiveness after it has been 
operating for about a year. 

For more information, contact 
Recruiting Section, Calgary Police 
Service, 316-7th Avenue S.E., 
Calgary, Alberta T2G 0J2, 

(403) 265-3330. 


Nova Scotia Human Rights Commis- 
sion; Dr. Noél Kinsella, Associate 
Under Secretary of State, and Allan 
Knockwood of the Micmac Friendship 
Centre. 
¢ The Justice System, Challenges of 
the 1990’s, with Patricia Monture of 
Dalhousie Law School and Trung Ha 
of the Vietnamese Association of 
Nova Scotia. 
¢ Education in a Multicultural 
Society, with Robert Upshaw of the 
Black Educators Association; Ajit 
Mehat, Director of Race Relations 
and Cross-Cultural Understanding, 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada; and Glenda Redden of the 
Nova Scotia Department of Education. 
Other panel discussions — on 
employment equity, access to munici- 
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Partners 


One of the ways Multicultur- 
alism and Citizenship Canada 
works towards the goal of 
achieving equality for all 
Canadians is by joining forces 
with different sectors of 
society. 

In each issue of Together, 
we will highlight one of these 
partnerships in action. This 
issue looks at initiatives that 
have been undertaken coopera- 
tively in the field of justice and 
policing. 


Continuing education for judges 


The Canadian Judicial Centre (CJC) | their colleagues from the federal court. 


in Ottawa and the Western Judicial 


Education Centre (WJEC) in Vancou- 


ver both provide a range of educa- 
tional opportunities for 
Canada’s judges, of 
whom there are nearly 
2000 across the country. 
For example, with 
assistance from 
Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, the 
CJC recently held a 
session on race relations 
and cultural diversity at 
its Nova Scotia Educational Seminar 


a a ene 
Access for all 


The Canadian Association of Law 
Teachers (CALT) is looking at ways 
to ensure that everyone, including 
natives and members of visible 
minority groups, has equal access to 
legal education. 

It all started in the spring of 1988 
during CALT’s annual conference. A 
panel discussion on visible minorities 
in legal education sparked debate 
about whether minority groups had 
full access to legal training programs 
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in Halifax. The seminar brought 63 of 
the province’s 67 judges together with 


The CJC is planning a longer-term 
national training program to heighten 
the understanding and sensitivity of 
judges to minority and 
aboriginal concerns. The 
cross-cultural training 
program will be devel- 
oped in cooperation with 
the Race Relations and 
Cross-Cultural Under- 
standing Program of 
Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada. 

Last May, Lake 
Louise, Alberta was the site of a six- 
day WJEC workshop designed to 
improve judges’ awareness of the 


in Canada, both as students and as 
teachers. These discussions were the 
impetus for the development of a 
national project aimed at raising 
awareness about deficiencies in the 
legal education system and generating 
solutions to the problems. 

A seven-person committee is 
responsible for design and develop- 
ment of CALT’s Project on Equity in 
Legal Education. The committee is 
comprised of a second-year University 


social context in which sentencing 
takes place, in particular for aboriginal 
people. Eighty provincial court judges 
attended the workshop. Minister 
Weiner spoke at the conference, 
which was funded in part by 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, Another area examined was 
the judicial system’s treatment of 
women. 

Among the topics discussed by 
participants, who included native 
leaders as well as representatives from 
the Crown and Correctional Service 
Canada, were the criminalization of 
social conduct and aboriginal people 
within the justice system. 

The aim of the Lake Louise work- 
shop — the second in a series of 
three — was to encourage discussion 
and foster cross-cultural understanding 
by offering judges and representatives 
of the native community the opportu- 
nity to meet and to share ideas. A 
third workshop will be held in 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories in 
1991, again focusing on the concerns 
of the aboriginal and visible minority 
communities. 

For more information, contact 
Canadian Judicial Centre, Room 306, 
100 Sir Thomas More Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1N 6N5, (613) 564-9808; or 
Western Judicial Education Centre, 
3162 Mathers Avenue, West Vancou- 
ver, British Columbia V7V 2K5, 
(604) 922-4217. 


of Toronto Law School student who 
is active in human rights and mul- 
ticultural issues, the director of the 
University of Ottawa’s Faculty of 
Common Law Education Equity 
Program, a representative from the 
Quebec Department of Justice who is 
responsible for legal services in native 
communities, the National Coordina- 
tor of the Canadian Disability Rights 
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PARTNERS 


The characteristic shyness of 
Micmac Indians during court appear- 
ances may appear to those brought up 
in another culture as evasiveness, a 
reluctance to tell the truth. But in the 
words of Darrell Pink, Executive 
Director of the Nova Scotia Barristers’ 
Society, “We don’t have the apprecia- 
tion to understand a different ap- 
proach.” It was the need to understand 
such cultural differences — and to 
ensure the equal application of justice 
— that led the society to integrate 
cultural issues into its bar admission 
program. 

Law students who take Dalhousie 
University’s compulsory bar admis- 
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Council, a researcher from the Centre 
for Research-Action on Race Rela- 
tions, and two faculty members from 
Dalhousie University’s Faculty of 
Law. 

In addition to bringing their own 
knowledge and expertise to the 
project, members of the committee are 
consulting with legal academics, 
lawyers, leaders of ethnocultural 
communities and government repre- 
sentatives on how to make legal 
training more accessible to members 


BR RE PR EN NE 
Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society 


sion course next year will be required 
to participate in a new program that 
confronts the issue of racism and 
teaches essential race-relations skills. 
A video currently being developed by 
the society will be used in the pro- 
gram. Using realistic scenarios as 
examples, it will explore the problem 
of discrimination in the legal system 
and discuss methods of combatting 
systemic racial discrimination. 

The society, a non-profit body 
responsible for the regulation and 
discipline of barristers in Nova Scotia 
as well as admissions to the bar, will 
also sponsor a symposium sometime 
after the fall of 1991. Bringing 


of minority, ethnocultural and native 
groups. The project will focus on such 
areas as admissions, curricula, finan- 
cial support, placement and commu- 
nity legal information. Committee 
members expect to make their recom- 
mendations to CALT early in 1991. 

The only national organization 
representing Canadian law teachers, 
CALT is affiliated with organizations 
such as the Council of Canadian Law 
Deans, the Canadian Bar Association, 
and Canadian Law Admissions 


together leaders from Black, Micmac 
and other minority communities, the 
symposium will examine the possibil- 
ity of establishing an advocacy centre 
to promote the legal rights of visible 
minorities and aboriginal peoples in 
the Atlantic region. 

To produce the video and hold the 
symposium, the society has received 
$35,000 and $12,000 respectively 
from Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada. 

Write to David Bagambiire, Director, 
Law Program for Indigenous Blacks 
and Micmacs, Dalhousie University, 
6061 University Avenue, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia B3H 4H9. 
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Statistics, Services and Innovations. 
As such, it is well placed to promote 
initiatives that will improve law 
education programs for minority 
groups and natives across Canada. 

Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada provides funding support for 
the project. For more information, 
contact Wade MacLauchlan, Faculty 
of Law, Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 4H9, 
(902) 494-1016. 
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Police multicultural liaison committee 


The best kind of law enforcement 
happens when the police are well 
integrated into a community and there 
is a relationship of mutual support and 
understanding. This is especially 
important in the case of ethnocultural 
communities, where tensions can arise 
between police officers and residents 
because of language barriers, discrimi- 
nation and misunderstandings. 

One group working to 
improve police community 
relations is the Police 
Multicultural Liaison Commit- 
tee, formed under the Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police 
(CACP). The committee is 
developing a three-year action 
plan to address multicultural 
issues of concern to police 
across Canada. The committee 
is concentrating on three broad 
areas of police work: recruit- 
ment, training and community 
outreach. 

By improving recruiting 
strategies and career promotion 
campaigns, the committee 
hopes to encourage more 
people from ethnocultural 
communities to join the police 
service. The committee 
believes that a police service is more 
effective when it is truly representa- 
tive of the community it serves. 

In the committee’s view, increased 
cross-cultural training is needed to 
familiarize police officers with the 


Crossroads, from page 11 


pal services and perspectives from 
across Canada on race relations — 
rounded out the activities offered 
during the two-day conference. 
Crossroads 1990 was the first 
regional symposium to be organized 
by the FCM’s National Action 
Committee on Race Relations. The 
FCM believes that municipalities 


special difficulties and issues facing 
minority groups. Accordingly, the 
committee plans to produce more 
training materials and provide better 
programs in this area. 

Finally, the committee intends to 
develop and improve the community 
outreach aspect of police work 
through neighbourhood campaigns 


and education projects. In particular, 
communities will be encouraged to set 
up regional/local advisory committees 
on police-community relations; in 
turn, some members of these commit- 
tees will sit on the Police Multicultural 


to improve race relations, and in 
particular, that municipal social 
services, health care and employment 
should be accessible to all communi- 
ties. 

With these objectives in mind, the 
FCM organizes national conferences 
and symposiums on multicultural 
issues, and produces and distributes 


Liaison Committee, where they can 
advise on multicultural strategies 
within the police system. 

Says committee chairman, Police 
Chief W.I. James Harding, who is a 
strong believer in the need for better 
relations between police and minority 
groups: “The dedication of a police 
force and its personnel to initiatives 
designed to secure or maintain 
racial and cultural harmony is 
an act in support of ‘nation- 
building’.” 

First established in 1985, the 
Police Multicultural Liaison 
Committee works in partnership 
with Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, which 
provides financial and technical 
assistance. Committee mem- 
bers include representatives 
from police departments across 
Canada as well as from minority 
communities. By working 
together to implement new 
cross-cultural strategies and 
programs within the police 
system, committee members 
are helping to bridge the gap 
between police officers and the 
communities they serve. 

For more information, 
contact Chief W.I. James Harding, 
Chairman, CACP Police Multicultural 
Liaison Committee, Halton Regional 
Police Force, 1229 White Oaks 
Boulevard, Oakville, Ontario L6J 5C7, 
(416) 878-5511. 


including a series of “How To” 
guides. 

Founded in 1937, the federation’s 
membership includes 575 municipali- 
ties and 15 provincial and territorial 
municipal associations. For more 
information, contact Cyril Dabydeen, 
Federation of Canadian Municipali- 
ties, 24 Clarence Street, Ottawa, 


should increase local-level initiatives | related publications to its members, Ontario K1N 5P3, (613) 237-5221. 
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An interview with 
RCMP Commissioner, 
Norman Inkster 


Commissioner Norman Inkster 
joined the RCMP in 1957. He is at the 
forefront of efforts to foster dialogue 
and improve relations between the 
police and visible-minority and 
aboriginal Canadians. Recently, 
Together spoke with Mr. Inkster. 


Q: Why have you developed a 
national action plan to address 
visible-minority and aboriginal 
relations with the police? 


A: Throughout our 117-year 
history, we have reflected the commu- 
nities that we police. Canada’s early 
immigrants came from Great Britain, 
from Europe. Those immigrat’on 
patterns have now changed so much 
that we can no longer make this claim. 
As a Canadian institution that believes 
in and supports the idea of 
multiculturalism, I felt we needed to 
change. New Canadians are entitled 
to the same high quality of policing as 
every other citizen. To provide it, we 
have to understand their culture, their 
language and their ways of thinking. 

As Canada’s first citizens, aborigi- 
nal Canadians have been here longer 
than any of my ancestors. They 
certainly have the same entitlements, 
and we wanted to encourage more of 
them to become members of the 
RCMP. 


Q: The RCMP recently hosted a 
conference in Ottawa — Policing for a 
Pluralistic Society — which brought 
together police and representatives of 
native peoples and visible minorities. 
What came out of this meeting? 


COAST TO COAST 


A: We recognized there was a real 
possibility of significant problems if 
we didn’t engage in dialogue with 
these communities, and the conference 
provided a platform for doing that. 
One outcome was an understanding 
that the needs of visible minorities are 
different from those of aboriginal 
Canadians. 

A recommendation which we acted 
upon quickly was the formation of the 
Aboriginal Advisory Group. And our 


first two regional conferences — in 
Edmonton and in Whitehorse — have 
sensitized us to the depth of the native 
traditions, and their importance to the 
community. On the first morning in 
Edmonton, the commanding officer 
and I participated with native leaders 
in the sweetgrass ceremony. I could 
see in the background many members 
of my police force watching with 
some skepticism. But it took place 
every morning, and on the last day 
there were more officers participating 
than there were native people. 


Q: Can you describe the RCMP’ s 
cross-cultural and race-relations 
training program? Critics have said it 
teaches people to be more sophisti- 
cated about their prejudices, to hide 
them more effectively. 


A: The RCMP’s cross-cultural 
training program has been in place in 
Regina since 1974. But you can’t just 
say now you have it and everything’s 
fine; it has to evolve constantly. Also, 
training is needed at the local level. 
Soon — as one idea — we hope to 
place our members in native Canadian 
homes, to learn the language and the 
culture. 

In answer to your second question, I 
read somewhere that racial prejudice 
isn’t reasoned into anyone, so you’re 
not going to reason it out. The real 
challenge for all police officers in 
supervisory roles is to find the bigoted 
individuals and deal with them, 
because that type of behaviour is 
totally unacceptable. You ask whether 
that means there are bigots in the 
RCMP. In an organization of 17 000 
peace officers I’d be surprised if there 
weren’t a couple. What’s important is 
how you deal with them. 


Q: How is your National Recruit- 
ing Team encouraging aboriginal 
people and visible minorities to pursue 
a career with the RCMP? What 
progress have you made so far? 


A: Most officers joined the RCMP 
because they saw role models in the 
police department that they wanted to 
emulate. But what were your chances 
of seeing a role model if you were a 
member of a visible minority or an 
aboriginal Canadian? The statistics 
weren’t encouraging. We felt that a 
recruiting team reflecting Canada’s 
mosaic would be a step in the right 
direction. The six young men and 
women who comprised the first team 
did an outstanding job. On a recent 
trip to the Regina academy I did not 
see a Single troop without visible 
minority members. Had I been 
looking for the same thing four or five 
years ago, it would not have been the 
case. 

Also, in some communities, 
aboriginal Canadians were not eligible 
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for recruitment into the regular force 
because they lacked high-school 
graduation. Now we hire them as 
aboriginal constables and send them to 
school. When their education is 
upgraded they go to Regina for 
training. Sending serving members to 
university costs us a couple of million 
dollars a year, so why not spend a 
little to send members to high school? 


Q: How can the RCMP work more 
closely with all sectors of the commu- 
nity? 


A: Ill tell you two stories. When 
I visited the North, someone said to 
me, “The trouble with your members 
now is that they don’t stop in for a cup 
of tea.” There’s a lot more to that 
statement than words. We’ve lost 
touch with the community. So we’ve 
embarked on a program to get us back 
into it, So we can stop in for that very 
important cup of tea. There’s no 
magic to policing. Unless people tell 
you what’s going on, what’s bothering 
them, you’ ll never know. 


The second story happened in 
Edmonton. An elder beckoned me 
over and said smilingly: “Commis- 
sioner, a hundred years ago the 
redcoats came west to help the Indian 
fight with the whisky traders. Now 
here we are, meeting again to solve 
some of our mutual concerns. But 
Commissioner, we must meet more 
often than once every hundred years!” 
People must sit down and talk regu- 
larly. According to the reports I’m 
getting, our new community consulta- 
tive process is working well. Commit- 
tees are being set up in every detach- 
ment, and there are over 700 in all. 


Q: What do you see as the next 
steps, above and beyond what you’ ve 
recommended in the action plan? 


A: Where behaviour is unlawful, I 
think it behooves all of us — and that 
includes governments and social 
agencies — to look at the root causes. 
For example, if unlawful incidents are 
occurring because of alcoholism, then 


Raising awareness 


March 21, 1991 marks the 31st 
anniversary of the Sharpeville 
massacre in South Africa, when 
peaceful demonstrators against 
apartheid were wounded and killed. 
In 1966, the United Nations decided 
to commemorate this tragic event for 
all time by declaring March 21 the 
International Day for the Elimina- 
tion of Racial Discrimination. 

Once again this year, Canadians 
will be coming together to demon- 
strate their commitment to eradicat- 
ing racism and ensuring justice and 
equality for everyone. 

Find out more about the /nterna- 
tional Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination and how you 
can take part. Contact Communica- 
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tions Branch, Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OMS or one of the department’s 
regional offices. 


we must deal with the issue of sub- 
stance abuse. Where it is lack of 
education we must deal with that. We 
took part in a task force review of 
Alberta’s judicial system and we 
would be happy to continue participat- 
ing in areas where people think this 


might be helpful. The police force can 
act as a catalyst to help communities 
develop the kinds of social agencies 
and support programs that are abso- 
lutely necessary to prevent illegal 
behaviour from being repeated. Public 
inquires are often painful, but their 
recommendations can make us into a 
better police department and help stir 
the social conscience of Canadians. 


We want to know ... 


_ This issue of Together marks the 
beginning of our second year of 
publication and an appropriate land- _ 
mark for appraising where we are and 
where we’re going with the newsletter. 
To do that effectively, we'll need 
input from our readers. _ 
Talk to us. Is Together proving to 
be a useful and informative tool? Do 
you wish to keep receiving it? We’d_ 
also like to hear your ideas for future 
theme issues as well as any sugges- 
tions for articles on specific projects 
and programs, recommended re- 
sources and upcoming events. 

_ Send your comments and sugges- 
tions to Together, Communications 
Branch, Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada, Ottawa K1A 0M5, 
(819) 997-0055. 


Who are our modern 
“nation-builders”? 


Most Canadians have heard of 
David Suzuki, Rick Hansen, Marc 
Garneau and Adrienne Clarkson, but 
how many of us know Sylvia Fedoruk, 
Charlie Peter Charlie, Lap Chee Tsui 
or Carrie Best? 

The Nation Builders calendar 
introduces the famous and not-so- 
famous Canadians who have helped 
shape modern Canada. Prepared by 
the Canadian Ethnocultural Council as 
part of its public education effort, the 
16-month 1991-92 calendar features 
biographical notes and stories about 
people from different provinces and 
territories who have contributed to 
various sectors of Canadian society 
since 1960. 

The aim of the Council in pro- 
ducing this calendar is to heighten 
Canadians’ appreciation of the ethnic 
and cultural diversity of their country. 
Calendars (in English and French) can 
be ordered from the Canadian 
Ethnocultural Council, 251 Laurier 
Avenue West, Suite 1100, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1P 5J6, (613) 230-3867. 
The cost per calendar is $8. 


Ethnocultural directory 


CE 


he 


A new directory is available for 
those who work closely with 
ethnocultural communities or are just 
interested in who’s doing what in the 
field. The Ethnocultural Directory 
of Canada 1990, published by the 
Intercultural Institute of Montreal, 
provides an extensive listing of 
240 organizations involved in 
ethnocultural activities in Canada. 

The directory describes each 
organization and lists its services, 
activities and publications. Seven 
indexes provide quick access to 
specific information about the listings, 
making it easy to find, for example, 
organizations that offer services in 
Arabic, or groups with similar areas of 
interest, such as immigrant women. 

As an independent institute provid- 
ing intercultural research, education 
and services, the Intercultural Institute 
hopes its directory will be useful for 
“dialogue, interaction and bringing 
together the various ethnocultural 
communities in Canada.” To receive a 
copy (in English and French), contact 
Documentation Services, Intercultural 
Institute of Montreal, 4917, rue 
Saint Urbain, Montreal, Quebec H2T 
2W1. The cost per copy is $40. 


SHOWCASE 


RE 
Multiculturalism policy 
in 15 languages 


“The Government of Canada is 
committed to a policy of 
multiculturalism designed to preserve 
and enhance the multicultural heritage 
of Canadians while working to 
achieve the equality of all Canadians 
in the economic, social, cultural and 
political life of Canada.” 


The Canadian Multiculturalism Act 


For those interested in finding out 
the federal government’s official stand 
on multiculturalism in Canada, a 
policy proclamation sheet is available. 
The Multiculturalism Policy of 
Canada underscores the importance of 
our multicultural heritage and our 
belief in equality and outlines the 
government’s commitment to promot- 
ing policies, programs and practices 
that are sensitive to Canada’s 
multicultural reality. 

The policy sheet can be obtained in 
15 languages, including Portuguese, 
Spanish, Greek, Hindi, Polish, 
Ukrainian, Vietnamese, Japanese, 
Chinese, Italian, Punjabi, German, 
Swampy Cree, English and French. 
Copies may be obtained free of charge 
from the Communications Branch, 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, Ottawa K1A OMS, 

(819) 997-0055. 
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SHOWCASE 


Helping one another 


Tse Tsa Wa Tul is a Salish expres- 
sion which means “helping one 
another.” It’s also the name of a 
training video produced by the 
Western Judicial Education Centre 
(WJEC) as part of a long-term project 
to sensitize provincial court judges to 
aboriginal concerns. The video 
highlights conversations between the 7 
judges and more than 25 native leaders 
from the South Island Tribal Council 
who met on Vancouver Island in 
March 1990 as part of a cross-cultural 
educational pilot project. Tse Tsa Wa 
Tul was produced with funding 
assistance from Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada. 

Information about the video is 
available from Shirley Campbell, 
Western Judicial Education Centre, 
3162 Mathers Avenue, West Vancou- 
ver, British Columbia V7V 2KS, 
(604) 932-7826. 


Pee ser Sea onl gee a | 
Multiculturalism and 
nation-building 


BSSSSEBES 
BERSD eu 


The Social Sciences and Humani- 
ties Research Council (SSHRC) and 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada are jointly funding a review of 
research and resources dealing with 
the challenges of nation-building in 
Canada’s multicultural society. 
SSHRC will hold a national competi- 
tion in December 1990 to provide one 
award of up to $60,000 for a state-of- 
the-art review of research on Canada’s 
multicultural society. By highlighting 
research needs and opportunities in 
this area, the project may serve as a 
first step towards further collaboration 
to strengthen research in this area. 

For more information, contact 
the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council, Box 1610, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1P 6G4, (613) 992-0694. 


Le | 
The changing face of 
Canadian business 


Cultural diversity is not only 
changing the face of Canada, it is also 
changing the Canadian marketplace. 
Here are some examples: 

+ Mascoll Beauty Supplies is a 
thriving company that began by 
recognizing the specialized needs of 
the Black community. 

¢ Sun Life Assurance Co. uses the 
talents and experience of its 
multicultural workforce to market 
services and products to specific 
cultural communities. 

Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada recently released a video 
highlighting the dynamic business 
trends and opportunities offered by 
our multicultural society. The Chang- 
ing Face of Canadian Business is 
available on loan in both French and 
English from the Multiculturalism 
Secretariat, Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, Ottawa 
K1A OM, (819) 953-6421. 


Together is published four times a year by Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada. Your com- _ 
ments and enquiries are invited. Please address all correspondence Or ae for sage a 


copies to: 


Together 


Communications Branch 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
KIA OM5 
(819) 997-0055 


The opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views or Bolicie of 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada. 
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